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which twentieth century Italy has now taught us to
despise. You warned your enemy before you began a war,
you left his womenkind alone, you did not poison him*

The Italians were not long in breaking a fourth rule
of war and of civilized conduct. It is a little difficult
to understand the systematic attacks made upon Euro-
pean, Egyptian, and Ethiopian Red Cross units. The
Swedish Red Cross was bombed at Dolo on December
30th, the Ethiopian Red Cross at Amba Aradam in the
north and at Daggahbur in the south, the British Red
Cross at Alomata on March 4th. The last attack, in
which Signor Mussolini's son Vittorio took part, was
perhaps the most deliberate of all. The British unit, under
Dr. Melly, were then treating each day a considerable
number of poison-gas cases.1

The attacking aeroplanes came down very low. This
they had learnt to do, because there was hardly a
weapon on the Ethiopian side capable of sending a pro-
jectile more than a few hundred feet upwards. The
Red Cross units in all cases were very well flagged, and
their general equipment, tents, etc., marked them out
conspicuously. The attacks were so deliberate, and
later became so persistent that in the final stages of the
war it was found safer not to put up Red Cross signs,
especially on lorries. They merely attracted the fiercest
bombing.

It may be interesting to quote the verdict of a well-
known Italian apologist, closely in touch with Italian
opinion, Mr. G Martelli, correspondent in Rome of
the Morning Post.

It is generally assumed that the Italian motive in
destroying the unit was to eliminate European wit-

*For Melly's own account see K, Nelson and A. Sullivan,
John Melly of Ethiopia, 212 ffl